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salagram; thou listenest to the Gita,1 yet thou callest thyself
a monotheist.

After inquiring of astrologers and calculating auspicious
times, thou goest on religious pilgrimages and on visits to
holy places.

When thou goest forth, if thou meet a donkey or a dog,
superstition is aroused by the omen and thou returnest home.

Thou hast not the gift of continence, and art not content
with the support of one God ; indecision being in thy heart,
thou shalt not obtain the supreme rank.

Such is the power of association with the company of the
Guru's Sikhs that continence is produced, man relieth on one
support, and his indecision is removed.

He will not consult the astrologers or the Veds, or ask the
lunar or week day ; nor will he clasp to his heart any super-
stition regarding the planets and the lunar mansions.

He will take no note of omens or conjunctions of planets or
serve other gods ; and he will fix his attention, love, and
affection on the word of the Formless One.

The Sikhs and the saints are as children ; the holy Guru
is their cherisher ; they who meditate on God shall obtain
salvation while alive.2

On hearing this the Brahman's pride was tho-
roughly humbled, and he was obliged to admit that
the Sikhs were better than his own co-religionists.
His burning heart obtained comfort from the Guru's
instruction. He threw away his salagram, began to
utter the true Name, was initiated into the Sikh
religion, and thus obtained salvation. Several other
learned pandits followed his example, and accepted
the pure faith of Guru Nanak.

Paira reached Ceylon with great difficulty, as was
natural considering the restricted travelling expenses
allowed him. The King of Ceylon received him
with respect, treated him hospitably, and gave him
the required volume, with a letter and many presents

1 The episode in the Mahabharat in which Krishan declares him-
self to be God.                                2 Gur